NICHIREN NEWs

MAY, 2024

Sacramento Nichiren Buddhist Church - 5191 24™ Street, Sacramento, CA 95823 (916) 456-8371

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May, 2024

5 — no service

12 | 11:30am {Kaji Kito

121 noon |church meeting

8:00am
18 to
2:00pm

19 —— no service

26 | 11:30am | Eitaikyo

Rummage Sale

26 | noon |church meeting
June, 2024
2 | 11:30am | Sunday service

2 noon | Church meeting

y Bazaar cooking
> 809 (Wednesday)

Bazaar cooking;:
6 | 8:00am |& clean chicken

shed (Thursday)
. Bazaar cooking
7 1 8:00am (Friday)
7 Prep chicken

10:00am | (Friday)

8 | 5:00am |Bazaar cooking

12:00pm
-2:00pm

Pick up food

9 | 11:30am | Sunday service

9 | noon |Church meeting
16 --- | no service
23 -~ no service

30 | 11:30am |Kaji Kito

Church meeting

SUMMER FOOD SALE
Saturday, JUNE 8, 2024

All Church members, family &
friends are asked to help at the
upcoming food sale (pre-
order/pick up). Please see the
calendar of events for details.

CHURCH MEETING
HicHLIGHTS 3/31/24

» Estimate for Chicken shed
repair is $4,500.

» Discussed golf tournament.
There will be 120 players, 20
volunteers (friends & church
members). Will prepare snack
bags for the morning &
teriyaki beef sandwiches for
lunch.

CHURCH MEETING
HicHLIcHTS 4/14/24

» Discussed food for June food
sale.

CHURCH MEETING
HicHLIGHTS 4/14/24

» Discussed rummage sale.
» Chicken shed estimate was
lowered to $4,000.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP DUES
If you have not already done so,
please send your church
membership dues to the Church.
The dues are still $240 per year.

ACKNOWLEDSEMENT

We gratefully acknowledge the
generous donations from the
following:

Memorial:

In memory of Dick Kodani/
$2,000; Naomi Morimoto; In
memory of Yoshimi Tsuda, Janny
Kimoto & Yuri Kimoto/$100
Dave & Gail Tanaka & Brian
Tsuda

Membership ($240):

Laurie Akiyama, Toshiko
Akiyama, Lily Hitomi, Yurimi
Sawamura; Renee . Dennis/
$20/$40;

Acknowledgement continued:
Hanamatsuri:

Ruby & Gary Gotow/$40; Joe
Hitom#/$20;, Lily Hitomi/$20;
Yoshiko Hitomi/$20; John
Hughes/$10; Kiyoko
Kuwabara/$40; Keiko -
Lucas/$150; Kathy Mine/$20;
Dave & Gail Tanaka/$50; Brian
Tsuda/$20

Special Donations:

Nikko Faber/$100; John Hughes/
$100 (pest control); Keiko
Lucas/kitchen supplies; Takashi
Mizuno/$75 (golf tournament):
Ken Okabayashi/$20; Fusako
Okamoto/flower for church &
Hanamatsuri flowers; Mike
Okamoto/re-seeding the lawn &
prepping for the cement work;
Wesley Washington/$20
Building Fund: Yoshiko
Hitomi/$1,000; John Hughes/
$500; Kenjo Igarashi/$1,000
Bazaar Fund: Fusako
Okamoto/$300

Offering Box: $1,188.61
Ohigan: Renee Dennis/$20, Joe
Hitomi/$20; Lily Hitomi/$50;
Yoshiko Hitomi/$50; John
Hughes/$150; Mary Hughes/
$150; Richard Hughes & Alexis
Wilson/§20, Peter Kato/$50;
Elizabeth Kono/$100; Takami
Lauw/$30; Keiko Lucas/$150;
Kathy Mine/$40; Deardra
Murray/$40; Elizabeth Nettle/
$50; Fusako Okamoto/$50;
Yurimi Sawamura/$50; Dave &
Gail Tanaka/$50; Linda
Tomita/$300

Offering Box: $1,188.61




Mother’s Day Sermon
Happy Mother’s Day! This year. Mother’s day is on May 12th. I would like to talk

about the essay written a while back by an elementary school student that won the Prime

Minister Award in Japan.

The essay starts off like this: “No matter how much of an important or famous
person you become, if you rely on different people and cause trouble, no one will like you
S0 grow up to be a good person that everyone will like,” said my mother while grasping
my hands tightly while lying in the hospital bed. A few days later, she passed away. Being

a preschooler at that time, [ did not understand the true meaning of those words. Death

H

was something unusual to me and I repetitively confused my grandmother, asking her why
my mother had died. Seven years have passed now and mother’s day has come again. For
farmers, May is a busy month. My father was getting weaker and sicker everyday so he
could not work out in the fields and my grandmother was left to worry about the 1-hectare
land that lay barren. My brother and I continued to worry about leaving m grandmother to
take care of the fields and we helped her. While helping my grandmother, I suddenly
recalled my mother’s last words. I finally understood that relying on different people was
something more serous that what people normally thought it was. People would probably
say, “oh, it’s just what your mother said. You shouldn’t think too deeply about it.” But
those last words were spoken by my mother, the only person in this world to have given
birth to me. To those whose mother still exists, they would not be able to understand how
lonely I am without my mother and for that reason, my mother’s last words are my
treasure. 1 read the newspaper and cannot help to notice how many people are nonchalant
about relying on others or causing trouble with the public. Since last year, | have joined a
history club and every weekend, have traveled to different places on my bicycle. From
that, II have started to become curious about the smallest things, even little tiny rocks
lying on the sidewalk. While cutting the weeds in my family’s field, I picked up a garment
of an ancient earthenware pot. I rushed to show it to my teacher, who told me that it was a
fragment from a “sueki” pot, which led to the discovery go an ancient tomb in my field. I
rushed to let my mother know about the discovery. The most important thing in my life is
something that I cannot grasp. It is my mother’s spirit that continues to live in my heart.
Not relying on people includes also, to go ahead and do what makes people happy from

the bottom of your heart. My mother’s spirit is a treasure that can continue to accumulate.

From listening to this story, we need to learn that we need to pray and study the
Lotus Sutra, compared to just paying your membership fee for this church and not coming
once to the temple. By doing such, your treasure, which is the teachings of Nichiren -
Shonin and Sakyamuni Buddha, will continue to accumulate in your heart, the same way
that the mother’s spirit continues to accumulate in the little boy’s heart. Every one of you
has a good deity that is always protecting you. However, if that deity does not have power,
it cannot continue to save you. That is why we need to pray in the same way that we have
our three meals everyday, to gain the strength in the same way we gain energy, to protect

you. So, let’s practice to our fullest potential this whole year. Thank you.



